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JOHN SAWBRIDGE, Exwuine, 


S I R, 


N Governments that wear the kaſt Fea» 
tures of a popular Form, the People, in 
general, will ever think themſelves intitled 
both to judge of, and pronounce upon, the 
Conduct of Governors, and the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Affairs. The Exerciſe of this Right 


is no doubt a Conſolation, and might prevent 
ſome Evils, and remedy others; might check 
an ambitious, or chaſtiſe an indiſereet or im- 
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provident Miniſter; and in Times leſs im: 


portant and intereſting than the preſent, be of 


Weight ſufficient in the popular Scale to pre- 
vent any material or dangerous Conſequences 
that may affect or ſubvert Liberty: But then, 
it muſt be acknowledged, theſe popular Cla- 


mours do not always proceed from real Grie- 
vances; nor are they proportioried to. the De-, 
gree of political Evil at which they are aimed: 
The greater Part of the People judge not from 
Principle, but Paſſion : They catch the Con- 
tagion ; and it operates in that exact Degree 
in which natural Temper; Prejudice, Intereſt, . 


or preconceived Syſtem prevails. Yet, on the. 
other hand, it ſometimies happens, that theſe 
peneral Clamours mean ſomething real ; by | 


which more contemplative Minds are led fur- 
it ther into the Enquiry, in order to aſcertain} 
| the Nature and Quantum of theſe political 
Evils; to ſee if the fundamental Principles 


1 of Government are affected; and whether the | 
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Things complained of be any thing more than 
Error of Judgment, pardonable Miſtakes, 
and little Deviations, which the Imperfections 
of human Nature ſtand chargeable with; or 
only Faults which the erroneous Judgment 
of others might impute to us, which, on the 


whole, perhaps, good Goverment might 
juſtify 


I am apt, Sir, to believe, that few Mens 
Prejudices are of ſuch a Sort as to allow them 
to fit down quite diſintereſted and impartial 
Judges on ſuch intereſting and important Af- 
fairs; and that fewer are of that Weight, and 
leading Character in the State, to purſue the 
molt ſalutary, and effectual Means to remedy 
the Evils when curiouſly inveſtigated, and 
clearly aſcertained, And yet the great Call of 
Liberty ſometimes ſummons us to this Duty ; 
and makes her Appeal to Men of that Stamp, 
and Character, on whole Virtue their F ellow- 


Citizens 


t81 


Citizens have a firm Reliance, and whoſe 
Principles intitle them to their Confidence 


and Truſt. And unleſs. you; Sir, by a De- 


ſertion from the great and glorious Cauſe you 


have eſpouſed, deſtroy the Ex pectations that 
many of your Countrymen have from you, the 
Parneſt and Pledges you have already giveu 


them authorize their continued Reliance upon 


you, and ſtrengthen your Obligations, to ſtand 
forth the avowed Abettor of your Country's 


Honor, and the ſacred Rights and Claims of 


the People: I mean not, Sir, to compliment 
your Merit, or ſatirize other Men, when I 
ſay, that you muſt do Accs as atrocious before 
you can loſe, as the Miniſters of the preſent 


Syſtem muſt perform virtuous Deeds before. 


they can gain the Confidence or Eſteem of 
the People. I know not what Expiation 


can attone for their Guilt 3 or what would ap- 


peaſe the juſtly incenſed Anger of the People. 


FT heir Confidence and Fruſt have been de- 
2 St ſtroyed 
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18 
deſtroyed by ſuch open and flagitious Crimes, 


that Men who before looked on, rather as un- 


concerned Spectators, conſidering the Murmurs 


| uttered (not what Plutarch calls the Oquas Rei- 


publicæ, Throes and Convulſions of the State, 
but only the gentle Breakings-out of the re- 
dundant Spirit of Liberty, attended with no 
Danger, and ſoon to ſubſide without any vi- 


ſible Alteration or Injury to the Conſtitution) 


become now deeply intereſted and warmly af- 
fected. From evident Symptoms, beſide the 
popular Complaints, they augurate the ap- 
proaching Diſſolution of the State ; at leaſt ſuch 
Changes in the Body Politic, which every Eng- 
li/hman, who feels for his Liberty, and con- 
ſiders how 1t was procured, and by what alone 
it can be maintained, trembles even to con- 


template. 


An uniform Plan of Politics, purſued in an 


invariable Line of Conduct throughout a whole 


B Reign, 


I io J 
Reign, repugnant to former Principles of Ad- 
miniſtration, and quite of a new Caſt and Cha- 
racter, gives it the Stamp of Adoption and De- 
fign ; marks it with Syſtem ; and affords Data 
even for Demonſtration. Time that has worn 
out our Patience in Expectation of better 
Things, has ſerved to diſcover the Plan, and put 
it out of Doubt what is deſigned, and what is 


now become our Duty. To recapitulate the 


Violations. of the Conſtitution, to recite the 


ſeveral Inſtances wherein Liberty has been im- 


piouſly wounded, or openly defied, and trampled 


upon, and thePeople treated with Contempt upon 


conſtitutional Complaints, would be an Inſult | 
to you, Sir, and to them. It would ſuppoſe 
them to be, what the worſt of Men, who aim 

to deprive them of their Liberties, with them 
to be—paſlive Fools, and ignoble Slaves. Lives 
there a Man, however low in Rank or Condi- 


tion, whom the Tyranny has not reached, in 
the 


f 21 1 
the Diſtreſſes he feels in conſequence of in- 
creaſing Taxes, raiſed upon the People to cor- 
rupt their Repreſentatives, in order to approve 
thoſe pernicious Meaſures which ſeemed planned 
with no other Deſign but to eſtabliſh Deſpotiſm; 


to ere imaginary Claims of Prerogative upon 
the Ruins of the Laws and Conſtitution ; and to 


reſign the Liberties of the People into the 
Hands of the Crown ? Not content with do- 


meſtic Spoils, and the Ruin of their Country- 
men at home, they croſs the Atlantic, and en- 
deavour to raiſe a Revenue by the moſt iniqui- 
tous Acts that ever diſgraced not only Parlia- 
ments, but human Nature. When theſe Acts 
were remonſtrated againſt, they were deaf as 
the Adder to all Intreaty ; reje&ed every Plan 
of Accommodation, as if Subjects had no 
Rights left, and themſelves no Wiſdom or 
Mercy. At length they draw the Sword, and 
murder thofe who would not ſuffer them to 
plunder their Provinces; plunging their Coun- 
B 2 try 
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try into all the Horrors of a civil War to raiſe 


a Revenue to ſupply their Avarice ; and fill a 
Treaſury, exhauſted by ſuch infamous Profu- 
fion, that they dare not account to the Public 
for the Expenditure. By theſe Means they 
have betrayed their Prince into Diſtreſſes, not 
leſs formidable than thoſe. that preceded the 
Deſtruction of Tyrants whoſe Names diſgrace 
our Hiſtory. They have brought Parliaments 
into Contempt by Acts infamous as unconſtitu- 
tional; making, as a great Stateſman ſays, 
« thoſe Records which ought to be the eternal 
Monuments of Truth, the Vouchers of Im- 
* poſture and Calumny.”—Mztto cetera intole- 
rabilia ; the Recital would ſtain the Page, and 
the Catalogue of Wrongs light up a Flame 
perhaps on his Side the Atlantic. 


The People, Sir, have nothing left out of 
themſelves ; conſtitutional Redreſs they have 


none, In vain have they addreſſed the Throne 
—Repulſes 


* 
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—Repulſes and Indignity have been the only 


Anſwers received. The Crown has taken a de- 
cifive Part againſt the People; the Form only 
of the Conſtitution remains: The Spirit is 
either totally loſt, or at preſent done away. The 
great Boundaries are broken down, the whole 
Maſs of Power and Authority devolved to the 
Crown, and Prerogative now comprehends all 
the efficient Operations of Government. Men 
employed in the Adminiftration are mere Tools 
in the Hands of the proximate Miniſters of the 
Throne; they are uſed, diſmiſſed, diſgraced, or 
abandoned, as beſt may ſerve the preſent Exi- 
gencies of Affairs; and the Gains of Office, 
when in Place, deemed a ſufficient Reward for 
the moſt abandoned Proſtitution, and Sacrifice 
of Principle and Conſcience. It was a fa- 
vourite, as it was the leading Maxim, when this 
preſent Syſtem was adopted (and adopted, Sir, 
1t was when the Nation hardly looked forward 
either with auſpicious Hope, or ominous Fears, 
1 
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in the Minority of our moſt gracious Sove- 
reign); Sacrifice Men, but not MAsvkzEs. 
The Maxim beſpeaks the Syſtem; it is the 
comprehenſive Principle of Deſpotiſm. It pre- 
vailed at the Court of Prince Titus ; and Prince 
Titus, or his Pedagogue, taught it to his Son; 
and his Son has invariably revered and prac- 
tiſed the Document *. 


This Maſter-key unlocks the whole Cabinet 
of Council ſince the preſent Reign; it opens 
every Scheme of miniſterial Change; accounts, 


Far uin taught his Son Lucius to ſecure his 
Tyranny by ſtriking off the Heads of thoſe Poppies in 
his Garden which grew higher than their Fellows —his 
Son ſoon underſtood his Meaning—he afterwards took 
off all the principal People among the Gabians. 


Sceptrorum vis tota perit, fi pendere juſta 


among 


. 
among other Things, for the Diſmiſſion of Lord 
Chatham and Lord Camden; for the Murder 
of Yorke +, and the Life of Mansfield; it ac- 
counts 


+ I put but little Confidence in, and have but 
ſmall Reliance upon, ſpherical Predominancies, Calcu- 
lation of Nativities, or augurial Predictions ; but I 
cannot help recounting a remarkable Prediction of a 
ſagacious Man upon the Acceſſion of On E of the 
Brunſwick Family; viz. 


REGNABIT SANGUINE MULTO. 


This Gentleman knew ſomething of the Arcana 
of Prince Titus's Court, and perhaps drew his Pre- 
diction from Principles leſs uncertain than thoſe of 
the beſt Aſtrologers, from Cornelius Agrippa down to 
Mr. Harman of Broad St. Giles's—But what ſhall we 
ſay, when we are told by good Authority, that a cer- 
tain great Perſonage was heard to declare, that he 
would as ſoon head Troops againſt the Americans as 
againſt the French and Spaniards | 1. e. as ſoon draw 
the Sword againſt the Subjects of Great Britain, for 

defending 
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counts for the Election of Men who fill the 
Firſt Departments of State, and their retained 
Emiſſaries. For this one of the moſt abandoned 
Profligates of the Age is placed in a high and 
diſtinguiſned Department; and that Reptile, 
now turned into a poifonous State-Fly by the 


Warmth of Court-Favour, CHARLES 


JEN KINSON, made the confidential 
Friend of that Coward Stuart Lord BUT E. 
For this the Friends of the Hanoverian Suc- 
ceſſion are diſcarded; and Men taken into Fa- 
vour who have transferred their perſonal Al- 
legiance, but preſerved their Jacobitical Prin- 


ciples. Reaſon have we, Sir, to lament as great 


defending their Liberties, as againſt our avowed Ene- 
mies, when invading them] See, Sir, what the na- 
tural Luſt of Power, foſtered by Education, and 
matured by Counſel, can produce  — God . 
kis moſt ſacred Majeſty ! 


a De- 
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a Degeneracy from Family Character and Vir- 
tue, as from Family Principle, when we com- 


pare Two ſucceſſive Reigns ; and give our ex- 
perimental Suffrage with the Poet Dantes: 


Non ficut in ramos ex imo ſtipite ſuccus 
Inuit, in liberos fic orta parentibus ipſis 
Deſeendit Virtus. | 


While Men of ſuch Characters and Principles 


ſurround the Throne, whoſe Anceſtors and 


wy 
* 


themſelves hacks laboured to ſee filled with the 


Tarquin Race, is it probable, Sir, that Petitions 
that challenge the Birth-right of Engli/bmen, 


and aſſert their Freedom, will be well re- 


ceived, or even countenanced ? I am clearly 
of Opinion, Sir, that the repeated Addrefles, 
and - Petitions to the Throne, have conſiderably 
weakened the Cauſe they were well intended 
to ſerve. 'The Importunities that ſerved not to 


move, hardened a Heart that has ſeldom re- 
C lented. 
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lented. One Repulſe led on to another; and 
Every one was accounted a Victory. At length 
Refuſal grew up into Contempt; and every 
thing but the Right of Petition was peremp- 
torily denied. Nor was this the only En- 
couragement given for treating the People, and 
their Complaints, with Indignity: Inſtead of 
riſing in their Demands upon repeated Rejection 
of their Suit, inſtead of aſſuming new Firmneſs 
and additional Boldneſs, the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Common Council of the City of 
London preſent 4 Petition to the Throne, cou- 
ched in ſuch mean, humiliating, cold, ſubmiſſive 
Terms, as gave the Court, and all its Race of 
Paraſite Fools, Room to triumph in the Refuſal. 
It was the Petition of Beggars for an elemoſinary 
Boon ; not, as it ought to have been, the high 
Demands of Engliſhnien for the Maintenance 
of chartered Rights, and conſtitutional Free- 
dom. It was calculated to make Tyrants of 
Fools: It courted Scorn ; and was the only 
8 5 Petition 
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Petition treated as it deſerved. —Petition, Sir, 
no more—throw not away the Privileges, nor 
degrade the Dignity of the City of Landon by 
nugatory Addrefles, or Petitions. Theſe Privi- 
leges and this Dignity are of tog ſacred and 
important a Nature to be laid at the Foot-ſtool 
of Thrones to be inſolently trampled on. Keep, 
maintain, aſſert, defend them. Your Enemies 
with for nothing more than to ſee you re- 
peatedly ſupplicate for what you will never ob- 
tain. They are gratified when they find you 
renew your Application, notwithſtanding you 
have no Probability of Succeſs. They con- 
jecture from hence a Want of | Spirit to have 
Recourſe to other Expedients. 


Beſides, be the Petitions of the City of London, 
at this preſent Time, whatever they may 
complain of Grievances ever ſo notorious and 
ſolicit Relief in the moſt perilous. Diſtreſs—it 
were all in yain. The King will be glad of 

| C 2 | every 
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every Opportunity to treat all with Contempt, 
as a perſonal Revenge againſt Mr. Wilkes ; to 
which he would ſacrifice far dearer Conſidera- 
tions than theſe. There are ſome Minds who 
treaſure up Reſentment ; and Royal Breaſts have, 
in this Reſpe&, been faithful Repoſitories. In 
Times like theſe, Ultio in queſiu habetur.—But 
T am not writing a Satire upon bad Princes ; 1 
am making my Appeal to every good Citizen : 
I am not inveighing againſt Roman Tyranny ; 
I am now calling upon Raman Virtue ; and I 
addreſs myſelf, Sir, to you. 


And the Principle I mean to inforce (for it 
needs no Proof) is this, That the ox LV Remedy 
of: theſe political Evils, of which we complain, 
reſts in OURSELVES. Perhaps we are in thoſe 
Circumſtances when it is right to exert theſe 
« INHERENT POWERS, which even Judge Black- 
- © ſtone acknowledges reſt in the People, and 


„which no Time, Circumſtances, or Con- 
dition 
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"" dition can vacate or deſtroy.” Of this, Sir, 


we may reſt affured, that whenever theſe Powers 
are put into Motion, it will not be a Moment 
before the Time. Neceſſity, and N eceſſity alone, 
let State Tools and inſignificant Courtiers talk 


as they pleaſe, | is the great Spring that ſets theſe 


Powers into Operation for the People never 
riſe up againſt a legitimate Government well 
adminiſtered, Hiſtory does not furniſh an In- 


ſtance of it, unleſs upon ſuch Principles as the 
Houſe of Hanover was oppoſed in the Years 


Fifteen and Forty-five ; and we muſt credit ſome 
of the Leaders of this daring Enterprize for 
Principle, as the Legitimacy of the Government 
was then called in Queſtion, Men, Sir, feel 
too well the Eaſe, Advantage, Repoſe, Pro- 
tection, and Bleſſings of good Government, 
ever ſeriouſly to oppoſe, effectually reſiſt, or 
even attempt to ſubyert it. It is a Soleciſm in 
human Nature, and human Society, to ſuppoſe 


ſuch 
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ſuch a Defign to be undertaken, or ſuch a Plan 
to be executed, Men muſt reſign all that they 
enter into Society, and model Governments ta 
maintain, before the Confederacy can be 
formed, It would be riſquing all without 
any Temptation, or Equivalent : It 1s political 
Suicide; a Madneſs never yet general, or the 
Characteriſtic of any Nation upon Earth. Some 
daring, turbulent Spirits, indeed, of ambitious 
Views, or deſperate Fortunes, may attempt to 
excite Sedition, ſtir up Commotions, and intro- 
duce Diſorder, and run the Riſque, in the 
general Confuſion, to raiſe a Fortune, or a 
Name; and venture the Shipwreck to plunder 
the Spoil: But the Number of theſe, Sir, in 
a well ordered, Law-governed State, can be 
comparatively but few ; every good Citizen 
will oppoſe them in the daring Scheme, becauſe 
it is every good Citizen's Intereſt to defeat the 
Enterprize, and puniſh the Invaders of the 
Fares Tranquillity. And we may further add, 

that 
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that à firm effectual Oppoſition can never be 
formed but by flow Degrees, riſing as the In- 
croachments upon Liberty, and the Violations 
of the Laws increaſe ; but by no means in exact 
Proportion.—Theſe Powers are tardy in their 
March; there is no written Laws to draw 
them forth, and array them in martial Order: 
Nay, for a time, while the Form of Govern» 
ment remains, they ſeem to come forward in 
bold Oppoſition ; and they are actually retarded 
by Intereſt, Fear, Weakneſs, and Cowardiſe 
in ſome; by falſe Principles and Avarice in 


others. Conſequently, before they carr be put 
into Action, more than ſufficient Motives, as 


well as ample Juſtification, muſt exiſt—or, in 
other Words, There muſt be Mal-adminiſtra- 
tion before the People will oppoſe (I mean 
effectually) their preſent Governors. I need 
only refer to the Roman Hiſtory for Proofs, to 
be found in every Page, where the Changes 
of Government come any thing near the Caſe 

we 
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we are ſuppoſing; and I recite the Reigns of 
Fames the Firſt and Second, and Charles the 


Firſt, as immediate and recent Proofs, almoſt 


in our own Times. 


Now, Sir, there are ſome Remarks that 
naturally occur upon this important Queſtion 3 
and the Firſt is, that as theſe inherent, indi/- 
penfible, controuling Po WERS reſt with the People, 
and cannot, as we contend, be called forth but 
by their natural Cauſe, namely, the Neceſſity 
of the Caſe reſulting from Mal-adminiftration 
of bad Governors ; any premature Call to Duty, 
that may be the Effect of too keen an In- 
ſpeQion, or too fruitful Conjecture, cannot, 
nor ought to be deemed either a ſeditious, or 
dangerous Deſign of exciting Oppoſition, or 
throwing Government into Diforder. This 
would be to ſuppoſe, that a ſmall and inſigni- 


fieant Principle can operate in a Caſe were no- 


thing 
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thing but great, powerful, and adequate Cauſes 
| can be efficient, When ſuch Addrefles as 7heſe 
are ſtigmatized as diſloyal, or ſeditious, depend 
upon it, Sir, the Miniſter 1s conſcious that he 
has Deſigns in Contemplation which will not 
bear the Inſpection, becauſe they deſerve the 
Chaſtiſement of the Public. A good Miniſter 
will fairly truſt his Character and Adminiſtra- 
tion to the Ordeal of Preſs Enquiry ; for he 
knows that at laſt the Tryal will end in his 
honorable Acquital, and the Eſtabliſhment of 
his Fame. Lord Chatham owes, all that a Man 
of ſuch intrinſic Greatneſs of Character can 
owe, to ſuch fair undepreſſed Liberty of Cenſure 
and Enquiry. See, Sir, where he ſtands alone, 
a Column of Fame, bearing on himſelf the 


Honors of his Country ! 


The next Obſervation I ſhall venture to make 
is this — That whenever theſe INYERENT 
D PowERS 
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PowERs of the People are thus naturally, that 
is neceſſarily exerted, Rebellion, or unlawful 


Oppoſition to legitimate Government, cannot 


be laid to their Charge; and I mention this the 


rather, becauſe there are many People who 
entertain enlarged Views, and admit the great 


leading Principles of Government, who will 


hardly allow Oppoſition vindicable, till Tyranny 


has, by ſome moſt notorious Overt- acts of 
Violation, brought the Matter home to the 
great Principle of Self-preſefvation. The Diffi- 
culty then is not upon the great Queſtion of 


Oppoſition, but when this ſhall begin ; namely, 


while a Chance remains that Oppoſition will 


ſubdue the Tyranny ; or when Tyranny has 


ſo far advanced, that the Chance is, that all 
Oppoſition will be vain, 


The Caſe, Sir, ſuppoſes a Breach of, and 


total Diſſolution of the Government or civil 


Compact, 
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Compact, that either ſpecifically or tacitly exiſts 
in all Forms of Government; but eſpecially in 
every free State, being indeed the vital Prin- 
ciple of it; conſequently, all Obligations to 
Obedience muſt ceaſe when Government 


ceaſes to be, what alone it was inſtituted for, 


a Protection to the Governed in the lawful 


Poſſeſſion, and free Enjoyment of all thoſe 
Bleſſings and Privileges which the God of Na- 
ture gave us fair undiſputed Titles to, when 
he made us Men and rational Beings. 


Now, Sir, as it is plain to a Demonſtration, 
that the Remedy of theſe political Evils reſts 
alone in OuRsELVEs, as a Matter of the firſt 
Moment and utmoſt Importance, I humbly re- 


commend, that ſome Plan of conſiſtent, firm, 


permanent Oppoſition to Miniſterial Violation 


be concerted by ſome great leading Characters; 


not to precipitate theſe great Powers of the 


D 2 People 
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People into Action, but to regulate, and, if ne- 
ceſſary, even retard them; to generalize theſe 


Powers, and to' convince the Miniſters that 
dare counſel evil Things that theſe Powers 


are under your Direction; and that you can 


call them forth whenever the Mal-admuniſtra- 
tion, the Exigencies of popular Affairs, or Ne- 
ceility, may demand. | 


We have ever, Sir, to lament (and execrate 
the Authors of it, whoever they were) the Diſ- 
union of that once formidable Phalanx of Pa- 


triots, who in the City of London would have 


ſtood the invincible Barriers againſt miniſterial 
Oppoſition or Court Deſpotiſm.—Envy and 
Diſcord lighted up the Brand of Diſſention 
among Friends, and accompliſhed a Ruin which 
alone could ſave the Miniſters of the Day 
from Deſtruction. The broken Powers have 
now ſcarcely more than a Name : They have 
no 
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no Weight or Efficiency.— It is Parade without 
Subſtance, ſpecious without Spirit—uninte= 


reſting, unimportant, I venture, Sir, to ſay 


this, becauſe I know, and feel it: And I think 
it ill-timed and ill-judged Policy to maintain 
the Form without the Power of Oppoſition, 


and to fear venturing upon a new Plan, be- 


cauſe our Adverſaries ſhould ſuppoſe any thing 
weak and defective in the old. Juſt as ill 
policied as to countenance or ſupport Cha- 
rafters, who have either betrayed us, or diſ- 
graced themſelves, becauſe it ſhould not be 
imagined we can be deceived, and that fo 
noble a Cauſe can have no Betrayers among 
its Advocates.—The Time, Sir, may come 


when I may be more explicit on this Head, 


Having thus juſt hinted at (for I can da 
little more, and keep within the Limits I haye 
preſcribed to myſelf in this ſhort Addreſs) 

| thoſe 
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thoſe great inherent Powers of the People t 
beg Leave to advance in the Argument, or 
rather throw out Lene curſory Hints. And 
the Firſt Step to be taken by leading Men in 
the Oppoſition, which ought to be formed at 
this time to bad Miniſters, and their perni- 
cious Schemes, i is, to convince the People that 
ſuch Powers, as we are here contending for, 
do really exiſt in themſelves z that their Liber- 
ties have been invaded ; the Conſtitution vio- 
lated ; the fundamental Laws either diſpenſed 
with, evaded, or tranſgreſſed.—If, Sir, they 
feel not theſe Things, the Caſe is deſperate ; 
for when ſuch Evils as we complain of ceaſe 
to have their natural Effects of exaſperating 
our Paſſions, or exerting our Zeal, Tyranny has 
nothing elſe to do but forge her Chains, and 
draw the deſtructive Sword: We are Slaves 
already. 


The 


To f 

« The beſt general Rule we can make is this, 
to ſuffer nothing but what we cannot by our 
"Wiſdom and Virtue alter to follow Liberty 
wherever ſhe leads, as the Path to which 
GOD, our Country, and our Duty direct 
us,—Liberty is the great tranſcendant Bleſſing 
of Man; and in the wiſe and beautiful Order 
of Things, G0 D has appointed, that no- 
thing great is to be procured but by Wiſdom, 
Labour, and Skill ; or maintained, but by con- 
tant Zeal, Exertion, and Struggle. And if 
LIBERTY was not ſo fair and heavenly in her 
Form, Tyranny wears ſuch an horrid Aſpect, 
that it calls us, by united Labour, to chaſe the 
Demon from the World. It is in ſuch great 
Exertions as theſe that we feel ourſelves Men, 
and experience that Dignity which nothing 
but ſuch noble Conteſts tell us we poſſeſs. All 
Approaches to Liberty invigorate, inſpire, exalt 
the Mind; all Declenſions from it infeeble, 
degrade, 
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degrade, depreſs it. * The Love of Liberty 
alone,“ ſays the great Longinuss, is inſpires noble 
„Thoughts, and great Defigns as well as 
„ puſhes us forward, by a noble Emulation, 
to be the Firſt in Rank among the Firſt in 
„Fame.“ | 

Befofe we have loſt, - let us. exert. the 
Spirit we have left; and we ſhall perceive, 
that the formidable Evils of which ſome Men 
complain, and riſque the Loſs of Liberty be- 
fore they will encounter, loſe their gigantic 
Form; and, unlike other Objects, leſſen, not 
enlarge their Dimenſions, as we approach 
them. Depend upon it, Sir, that Experience 
will convince us, that we are Cowards alone 
becauſe we are vicious z—and let us remember 
this as an important Truth, that Tyrants cans 
not make us Slaves, before we ourſelves, by 
baſe Submiſſion, have made T yrants. 


Nor 
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Nor can this baſe and ignoble Reſignation 
of our Liberties take place till we have loſt 
all Senſe of the Dignity of our Nature, and 
the great Deſign of Providence in the Ordi- 
nation of human Affairs. Liberty is the Gift 
of GO D: The Firſt Bleſſing riſing to View 
upon the Eſtabliſhment of Society; and it is 
fortified in the human Breaſt by the ſtrongeſt 
Principles of the Mind. The Love of Li- 
berty is not leſs powerful than the Love of 
Life; nay, in many Inſtances, we ſee it tran- 
ſcendant. The Preſervation of Liberty is poli- 
tical Self- preſervation; and as it would argue 
the moſt infatuated and ridiculous Folly not 
td preſerve our Lives, but by ordinary Means, 
when threatened by Dangers in extraordi- 
nary Caſes; ſo it were altogether as abſurd to 
ſuppoſe, that either from Obligations to other 
Duties, or reſpec to any Conſiderations in the 
World, Men ſhould not complain when their 

E Liberty 
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Liberty is infringed, and ſtruggle, in noble 
Conteſt, not to loſe it. Away with that falſe 
inſidious Doctrine, under the grave Semblance 
of legal Authority, that tells us, in Caſes 
like theſe, when the Liberties of Subjects are 
invaded, and Rights infringed, that no conſtitu- 
tional Remedy remains; that Authority is de- 
volved to Governors by an irrecoverable Com- 
miſſion; and that, if thoſe to whom we intruſt 


the Conſervation of our Liberties betray them, 
we have no Redreſs till their commiſſioned Au- 
thority expires, and the delegated Powers revert 
into our own Hands. As if this Act of De- 
legation deſtroyed, or ſuſpended for a Time, 
thoſe great, inherent, indiſpenfible, incommu— 
nicable Powers of Selt-preſervation, which 
the People, in their collective political Ca- 
pacity, poſſeſs. — Let us reflect, Sir, but a 
Moment.—The Good of Society is the only 
Obje& of Government — Liberty, in all it 


various 
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various Forms and Characters, is the great- 
eſt Good: When this is evidently attacked, and 
threatened with Deſtruction, Government itſelf 
is in Danger; the Laws that inforce Obedience 
loſe their Power and Obligation : For ſtrange 
it would be to ſuppoſe, that the Laws ſhould 
continue to protect evil Governors, when they 
ceaſe to protect and guard the Peoples Freedom. 
No Argument can be drawn from the abſolute 
Silence of the Laws upon this Head, againſt 
the Exerciſe of theſe great controuling Powers 
of the People; becauſe no Legiſlator would make 
any Proviſion for a new Form of Government 
after the preſent Syſtem ſhould be deſtroyed 
—he is not to ſuppoſe the Poſſibility of the Caſe, 
Elio perpetua, is he Principle, if not the Ex- 
pectation, of al Legiſlators. But if a Proviſion 
were thus t he made, it would be nugatory 
to all Intents a d Purpoſes; for what, Sir, 
would it ſuppoſe ? that Laws for modelling 
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ahother Syſtem ſhould prevail, when thoſe for 
the Support of the preſent Form have loſt all 


Influence and Power ? 


But, Sir, let us a little recolle& how well 
the Spirit and Letter of the Conſtitution 
is meant to preſerve the Firſt Principles of 
Liberty by great Outlines, and definitive Powers, 
which Lord Bacon ftyles, Laws ruNDA- 
MENTAL; whoſe ſacred Authority, and vene- 
rable Antiquity, no recent Statutes can abro- 
gate or deſtroy. On theſe firm Supporters 
does the venerable Pile of our Conſtitution 
ſtand. And let us conſider, Sir, that theſe 
Laws FUNDAMENTAL have, in the Form 
of the Great Charter, been recognized above 
Forty Times, from the Reign of King Jobn 
down to our Third Henry. Were not this the 
vital permanent Spirit of our Government, our 
boaſted Conſtitution were nothing; the inuo- 
vating 


CU MF 

vating Hand of modern Adminiſtration might 
elſe deſtroy the Whole : It would be in the 
Power of a few unprincipled Traitors, in One 
Seflion of Parliament, to demoliſh what the 
ſage Wiſdom of our Forefathers took Ages 
to erect, Strictly ſpeaking, in theſe Laws, and 
the Peoples inherent Powers, doth the OMN1- 
POTENCE of the State conſiſt. The boaſted 
Ommipotence of Parliament, compared to this, is 
as Shadow to the Subſtance: It partakes of the 
Weakneſs and Inferiority that is common to 


all Derivatives. 


Now, Sir, as all Evils have, or are ſuppoſed 
to have, their Remedies, can we imagine that 
none exiſts, in the Nature of Things, for the 
worſt, and moſt tremendous of all Evils— 
SLAVERY ? Can we think that the God of 
Nature has left us defenceleſs on a Part where 


all is at Stake ; and that no Remedy is to be 
found 
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found to obviate, or cure the greateſt Evil? — 
It cannot be: We feel it is not ſo, by the 
ſacred and inextinguiſhable Love of Liberty; 
and that Hatred, Contempt, Indignation, and 
Reſentment we feel againſt Deſpots and T'y- 
rants.— Where then is the Remedy but in 
OvuRSELVEs ?—From whom are we to expect 
Salvation when our Liberties are betrayed, ar 
invaded ?—From thoſe Men whaſe inardinate 
Luſt of Power firſt prompted them to theſe atro- 
cious Crimes, and whoſe Security alone depends 
upon our Ruin ?—What ! muſt we wait to he 
happy till we forget we are free? and owe a 
Tranquility to our Supineneſs, which ought to 
be the Effect of our Strength and Oppoſition ? 
Wet us recolle& the noble Struggles of our 
Anceſtors, who purchaſed Freedom with their 
Blood; and by ſuch animating Examples en- 


deavour to ſurmount that indolent Inactivity, 


and ignominious Patience of Deſpotiſm, which 
uninters 
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uninterrupted Proſperity and Security may be 
apt to beget. — Let us not have the Crime 
of eſtabliſhing our own Slavery, by a tame 
Submiſſion to the depraved and arbitrary 
Contrivers of it. And let us remember, Sir, 
that Tyrants acquire their Strength from the 
Peoples Weakneſs; and that Liberty can never 
be torn from us till we have loſt that noble 
Spirit by which it was at firſt purchaſed and 
can alone be maintained. Our Title to this 
bleſſed Inheritance is ever the ſame, and in 
all Circumſtances alike, whether a Caligula 
or a Titus, whether a Stuart or a Brunſwic 
reign. And the true Patriot will ever aſſert 
his Freedom, with Gratitude to Heaven for the 
Boon, and with Indignation againſt the baſe 
Invaders who would deprive him of it. If we 
do not thus ſtrenuouſly aſſert, and maintain it, 
we ſhall have no Reaſon to complain if it be 
wreſted 
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wreſted from us. Poſterity alone will have the 
Right of Complaint. . | 


Let us not think much of the Difficulties 


we may poſhbly encounter ; but tremble at 
the Return of that lawleſs Power which coſt 


1 il our Anceſtors ſo much Blood to oppoſe and 
Me deſtroy. I am ſenſible, Sir, that in this, as 


well as in leſs important Matters of human 


Life, we are apt to miſconſtrue our Weakneſs 
* and Timidity. There are many among us 
b | | well affected to the Cauſe of Liberty, who 
1 | ſuffer themſelves to be indolent and inactive 
from the Apprehenſion of the Impoſſibility, 
or at leaſt Improbability, that their Oppoſition 
1 will be of no Avail in ſtopping the Inroads 
or Progreſs of Deſpotiſm; and that their In- 
fluence, Intereſt, or Zeal will be but of ſmall 
Account in Support of Freedom.—A more 


deſtructive Principle cannot prevail. Let us 


exert 
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exert ourſelves to the Extent of our Powers; 


few know, or imagine how far they may 
reach. It is ſometimes aſtoniſhing to ſee 
what Effects Zeal and Perſeverance will ac- 


compliſh in the ordinary Courſe of Things ; 


and it is beyond all Count and Conception 
what, in extraordinary Caſes, they will effect. 
—A Revolution in a State, when the Powers 
were in Contention, was brought about by the 
accidental Fall of a Flower-pot from a Win- 
dow: Such a Trifle, in the Midſt of An- 
archy, turned the Scale. And the decrepid 
Hand of an old Woman by a random Stroke, 
once ſaved her Country on the Brink of 
Deſtruction. What may not then the Hand of 
well-directing Zeal, and right-aiming Pa- 


triotiſm, atchieve or prevent ? 


The Inconveniencies of theſe Things are 


magnified beyond the Size of their real Danger 
F and 


and Evil—But be the Ineorveniencies, Dangers, 
and Evils of a conſtitutional Oppoſition ever 
ſo great, let us remember, that theſe are much 
leſs Evils than that which they are intended 
to recify—TYRAN NY. | 


I am, with great Reſpect of your Character, 
1 
Your zealous Fellow-Citizen, 


And obedient humble Servant, 


T RIB UN US. 
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